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~hopte~ 6 Rellgion 

UNION CHURCH---CLO~3H LICK 

The first church eervl ces ever held In Blover ~lck 

were held at the horne 0:/ Mrs . Jacob War""1ck by the Hev. Aretas 

Loomis of Bever1,. a Presbyter1an L:l~':·..l1 t Hider. wbo came to 

t he CO Wlty once a month . for a time, and held services . l~ere are 

n:> rec , rds to ahow that there were any services i"rom the time 

of her death until in 1866 when the Protestant Episcopal 

prea ~hers began coming t o the home of Urs . John Ligon, a great 

grandaughte r of .facob Warwick. i'he first chur ch to be built 

was ..t:.:mmanuel Protestant l!:plscopal church c onsecrated in 1882 . 

This church was bui lt through the effor ts of Dr. - ohn uigon 

and his fBl!llly . It "'as later moved to its present l ocation and. 

called urace Ghurch. l~e chi ldren of Dr. Ligon are about the 

only members of this church. Their complete refusal to have any 

thing to do with other denomina tions has kept others from 

Joining Wlhth this church. i"-hen it was rebuilt. everyone helped. 

to raise the money, thilli,ing it was to be used by .,eryon. , but 

when it was completed the other d.enomirtatione found themsel,ee 

left out . 

1~erefore , they held their services in the school house 

for a number of years, The first Union Sunday school held in 

the school houee wes organized in the spring of 1907 by Jrunes 

Derand of the Derand Lumber Company. ~ith himself as Supt. 

Clover uick then began its growth as a flourishing lumber 

tOrJI, a nd this grovlthD in population made 1 t necesBIlry to have 

a larger place in whi ch to worsh1p.~o they began to make plane 



for the buildiHg of fl churoh to be ueed ty 011 of the 

denominotions living in t~e town . 

. l'. S. Wiee of the 'tliee .Lumber !.,;ompany ga Te "ilOO. in money 

and ..., 100 . worth of lumber. Others began to collect money nnd to 

hS \'8 church suppers . oon enough wae Bubscribed and paid to 

begin worR on the church . 'J.'he biggest obstacle was to obtain 6. 

suitable location. Fi nally, J. ~,. Barnee and !,;ora .he:rnes, hie 

wife, gS"t"8 to lJ.aud ltrimss and Irene .tlusesrd a strip of land 

adjoining them. eo that they in turn could g ive to the trustees 

of the church. a lot upon which to bUild. 80 on March 22. 1916 

~aud M. Grimes and ~l la Irene Duz zord. her mother . deeded a lot 

co~taining one half acre to John A. beverage. John ". SHarp, 

W. H. Barne s • ..ti. E. 1l1xon and n. J::I.. Young. trustees. Said church 

to be used by the following denominations; ~ethodist ~piBcopal, 

M. E. South, Presbyterians, and German Baptist ~rethern. or 

any other denominations that the said trustees Bee proper to 

permi t. I This l o t was more sui tabl~' l ocated than the land 

owne d by t be Barnes , that is t he reason exchanges were made.' 

The church vias completed and dedicated in 1916 under the 

psst)rate of Li· a· Ramsey. At this time there were around 50 

members of veriOUB denominR tlons . It nas a nission point of 

Alexander ~emorial ~resbyterian church at ~tony bottom from 

1918 to 1~28 with Kev , U. N. Miles as pastor. ~t has not ha! 

a ~resbyterian pas tor since t ha t time, though the l_ethodists 

continued to pre&ch there until in 1~35 when the cless hed 

gotten eO small thnt they could no t meet their fillencir 1 

)bl1ga t10ns. ~'or a tim e. .:tev . J. \i. Pugh of the ~retherns 

h~d regular app01ntments in this church. \'/hen the1- lumber 



oompanies lef t t he t own, BO mnp1 ot the mCr.lber a moved away 

that at the present thero Bre on ly s ix memb ers, t hough there 

are sB , 'e rn l n 81\' c onverts the t wou ld j Din th e chur ch if there 

was a preauh er t o r e ce ive them into the church. At the preeent 

there 1s no pas t or of a ny denomination Bf' rving th i s church. 

excep t t ha t the !ic vs . A .. R. and Alrs. Smith, Naza r e ne e f r om 

l" rank h eld 8 r eviva l here in August 1940 a nd si n c e t h e t time 

t hey ba ve c onduc t e d praye r me p- ting e on e llch .... ' e d n e dde·y ni ght. 

t h ough as y e t they have n 0t made a n y effort to get the n ew 

conver ts to joi n t h e Nazare ne church. 

~o unty p eople who have be e n actt ve workers in thi s 

c hur ch a re J ohn Cunni~gham f or many yeers class leader and 

s upt., " . A. Barnes, ~ora ~arDes, Uary ~harp , John A. Beverage, 

Mar y E. Beverage, Walter Jl:;rd; .,j.4r~. 'Ii. H. Young, Lira. John 

<.;unningham, Walter Iii vely, Sarah Hi veIl' , J ohn ~I . Sharp lIupt. 

and c l ass leader for 14 years. ~arl Shields has bee n recently 

a ppOi n ted ~upt . to succeed ur. Sharp. ~he teachers are ~8ud 

<'; olli ns, Savilla ~hields teachar of the young people for ahout 

15 years, John W. Sharp, Catherine ::>hielde and Klizabeth 

Kessler. 

, 'he presant trustees are John I,. oharp, VI. ii. ioung , 

Savilla ::ih1eIds and Walter )lyrd. 

Note -- ~o many of the membera of this church have been 

people who were here for only a few yeara , and bad their mamberEl'.~ 

transferred elael'/here as eoon as they ""ere eatabl1abed in a naw 

h Or.le • 

'l 'hera ara no churoh organiaatione. 



Thi s i s one Ot the best furniBhed of any of the 

Ii ttle Oowltry chw.' c.:hes 1n the county_ li'he walla are plastered 

the deats l've ll made a nd comfortable t there I e fin or gen and 

other nec.:esf"nry church furniture. As ye t we dl) not have 

eleotric li ghts, but we do hnve A18~dln lights .. 

;:)0 many people i n thie town do not take any interest 

1n 'Church work . the re f ore the church has not been o.s influentj 81 

as it sh ould be. :.a:hc re was an averege of 33 1n tile "'undsJ.' Bcho ol 

I or l Y40 . yet there ape enough people here to have an average of 

75 if people wpuld g o to church as they should. Uany suy they 

do n ot go beef- use they d:) no t l ike the leeders ~f the church, 

but 1 think t&ls is only an excuse. 

Sourcs-- Mr. Bnd ~s. John ~harp 

.iaud "ol11ns 

Deed ~ook 53 page 267 

The class bOOk disappeared 

from the church ao~e yearB 

ago , and no records can oe 

found. 



J ul y 2 . l!J~O 

First Sunday Schoo l 

Juunitb 3 . Dilley 

Clover Molt . \'1. Va . 

Pocahontos mounty 

Chapter 6 suction l-b 

1.1ra . Ja cob \\arl'J i ~k . 'I'!ho VlnB fl 1:61138 Vance fr om !4orth Carol i na 

afta r he r m&rri nge l ived at Clover L1ck, gathered the f jrst 

3cbbeth Soh~o l ever t aught 1n Pocahontas county . I n the summer 

her ser,Dnt woul d 11ft her on her horee, and ~he ~ould then rj

de about four milo s to a schoo l house near where the Josiah 

Friel cabin stood. now in the possess i on of Jacob Sharp. The 

e-xercises r;Jould begin a t about nine 0 1 cl ock. i'here Via s no 
.ud 

prayer , no Singing ; but she would Tthe liible . talk e great dea l, 

~nd g i't'e go od ndvice. The schollor s \'Iould reed their Bibles 

t" itb her. The e::erclses l"~ou ld close at t,,,o in the afternoons . 

Aft !!!!' this c ontinuous sess i on of five hour s Mrs. rlarwick 

would be so exhnus t ed a s to require ass i stance to arise Bnd 

mo~t her horse . 

It was her custom t o g o t o William Shar pe ' d i ne . end 

rest a While , and the n go h ome l a ter i n the day. 

1'be sch oo l ~ ... as mos tly J!1ad e up of Jo s i ah Browns ' f smi l s , 

John Sharps ' , Vii ll io.m Sharpe' and Jeremi ah friels ' . The Re v. 

James E. Moore once belongod to her Sa bbath School, and r ec:eiYed 

from her his earl ies t r e lig i ous ins truc ti rma. By common c onsent 

it is agreed that JAr. lloore did more for his chur ch then any 

tt"o ministe r s wh o have ever preached in this r eg ion . 

Mrs . Har wl(;k 1'1'88 eminently pioup , end ,IB B 8 membe r of 

the rll ndy "ove Pre s byterian Church. She never f elt her eelf mor e 

hl gh l;; honored than .!hen ministers would visit ber home and 

\ 



preach . !l'he Vi s iting min i s tere 
would r oceivo n ni Ce h 1r se . o r 

e-olDe thlng elS8 Vs1unb le 0.8 t k 
• n 0 en of appro c iation . '1'h8 Rev . 

Aretas Lo6mls came fr om Beverl 
Y. for 0 time , every four . ' eeke 

a.nd preached a t the Warv'lck residenoe . 
She \".'88 highly arnot! OD -

al . and dur i ng servi c es of ten appenred ~ery , happy . !lot long 

before her dea th dur ing one of Rev. Loomie ' i d visits, she race ve 

the communion. Upon rB ce lvln ~ the 1 o e ementa , her emotions became 

so grea t that she had t o be carr ied to her bed , e nd for four 

weeks she l"lBS help les s f'rom nervous proetration . She . :ss never 

aga in ' out of her bed , and she died in 1823 at Cl over Lick . 

The re were no service s of any kind in connection "1 1 th ber burin} ... 

In the year of 1839 the f irs t Sunday School in the county 

to be held throughout the yenr was conducted at Huntersvi lle 

by Rev . J. 1.1. Bnrri s, wbo l eft his church in new Orleans and 

ca~e to the mounta i ns for his health. 

The first public notice of preaching ser'-i ce a t 

Huntersvil le occurs in the diary of ~ev. S. B. ~itt, a Baptist 

minis ter. He sp en t a year or tV/O in plona er preaching in Poca

hontas • bath, and Greenbrier about 1823 end 1824 . 

j)ur i ng his first vieit to Huntersville a dancing scho 

ol was in progress . 'l'he dancing master very pol1 tely took his 

PUpil8 to bear the se rmon, but ae Boon a8 tha preaching v:as 

over , went back to finiah the dancing leeeon. Rare is an 

extrac t from Dr, '.itt'9 diary: 

" September 18,1824--- ireaohed today at Hunters~ill e 

t, B considerable congrAgatlon. At this plaoe there i9 a dsncln~ 

Bchool jus t commencing, a n1 BS Boon a9 the meeting ~B8 over 



grent er part of' tha . 
. Con g ro Cll t1on returno d to tlle toll 

roDJ1l and cornnOJloe d danc1!IB . Oh that 
I ~6y be the honored 1oa t 

rUMf3n t in t ho ho nda o f the Al might y 
of hrinr.:1ne t h or=l to the 

f the truth ~ Us ., 
_ ny ., enre aft e r, Willia m T. 1'r1 ce , 

,,'hIla a student n t the 
seminary . mad e ~he (Icqnfl1ntf' nt;c I')f 

VT . 111 tt . rte bad not forgotten About "he 
- dunce , and ment1 0ned 

the Posges and Gall l e ons as pe rsons he l"ell r emeI:lbered . 

Eor many " 66r6 ' i " r e - g 1 DUS Eer", 1 c os 1"61'0 h e ld 1n the cou rt 

hous e . Then v,hen t h e e cademy . ·as b u11t 1n 1842 1 t 9'BS used B6 e 

p lace of wors hip by l.1eth Od1 6 t • .r;piscopal1ll116 . end PrE' b~: terj BllS . 

t.lne Ere slJyte risn chur<:h fi fto rrcrd" b"cn"e 'he l ' r <;: .... - " J.Jls. (; e w1 ere t. _ 

de!..JIOl ::.a t jons Le ; l€ rc;:l~' ,. :-rEr~ j ppe d . 1":: 1 : .... l" u.:ild1 !lg ' Jali e_· .;c t e~ 

!: OY-: : :J; ... eli' l o :· E. It \' LE t;.~e d ~"r ta"' !.""El.e1:s rl-:.ri l.J.g t.r.e C1vi l 

I II ~I:. e at:.T I J E1.UII:le.c of 1 865 t 3(; Ray . M. :> . D-mlc. p "01 

.i . T. Price \~· er e e llc:acC:.:d i ~l t :le ~i!" ~ t Ef:.c_·i:r: e l.J. ~Fl I;IE:etin~ l:e:d 

t..f~c :.· ~he \"u!' . 1. 1e ~a c::me nt 0': fe u c:-- .: l : :-c')pc f:' Jtl B U \Jilf ...:.. (\! . 

and r eligi ous s ervi ce s were g oi ng on all the .,hile . 'i thout 

even pausing. Sermon and sacramental se r vices over , ~ev. Dunl-

up , who had r ode in from the country t hat morning and hitched 

his hor se near t he chur ch , '·!ent to get his h~ree and found 

that it ha d been taken away as a "branded borse n . During 

Averill's retrea t through the Little Level e this horse ~as ab

andoned as worn out . Rev . Dunl ap had t aken it up and put it in 

good conditi on . The venerable preacher had to return to hie 

home a t Hillsboro 011 a borrowed hora8. 



........ ,.".- -.~--
Welch dialect .. 

1n her n&.ti ve .. , 

:::)Qn utter his marr i ng. to jl E 
onc~ 'dgsr in l 8?5 . the 

jwnpson Ma thews t;a thbr'od 0 ::iundny .3chool i n thelr home . The 

scholars '''ore I saac . Ruth and James UcCollem. Claiborne find 

Jone ond Slizabeth UcHe ll1 . aDd Joshua Buckley , a1eo J ~hcthan 

CcHe ill . J.b:- . .I.1a th~'/s v'ould rond h n c np te r and offer prs7er . 

!.lrs. 1lnthows d id most of the teach i ng . The exer cise6 would 

open at ten o·clock , and have 8 rec ene at noon . I n the yard 

wes an c rbor f ormed b:; a luxurient h op , -lne . Under its 

sbade the children ".'ould sit and enjoy t heir 1Wlcheon br ')ugh t 

from thei r homes . After recess the s chool \.,ould meet Bnd 

cont i nue tl'/O or t hre e hours . T"ne SUI:'!Ders o:f 18 [ 1) o.n<1\1627 'r'l!re 

o~'::.l.Jiad i:l -:1-18 usef'tl ~anner . In his religious centf ments 

Mr. Llathews ' ''8S (2 Presbyterian f r1IT1 con'\i ction , and for .... 

years he WP.:: the sale representat.i '\e of the !le'."1 ::'choo l brancb . 

Benr .)' iI.:;:-bogas t \':as a p!) ... · son of high natural end o':'J -

.. ments . e. nd was highl:; respected for mnn~ good qualit1eE' . 

He was a l ocal preache r in tbe pale of tbe llethodist .Epis

copa l church , and "cri ed aloud and s pared not" "hen denoun-

~ cing t he f a shionable foibles of hi s times . Be once pc each

ed e sermon from the text : lIpra~ wi t.h ;)ut ceasing". The sermon 

was largely t ake n up in a description of the tiag1c Carpet ~e 

read about in tee Arabian Nights Entertainments. He used it 

BS an illustration showing that the prayerful soul has in 

prayer BOr:lething far more to the purpore thAn the oa[1c car

pe t ever 1'188 or CQuld be . He was an euthusitist in hie relig

ious views. To him Uethodistism l",'RS t he I.:hief of all the 

pre"ail jne; "isms"- the Olle "ism"' that was a ltogether lOTely , 

and he mBde no secre t of it. During the CiTil Uar, he ~a8 • 


